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Situation
Soybean production in Kansas has a significant impact on the local agricultural economy. 
In 2013, soybean crops occupied approximately 4 million acres of Kansas farmland and had 
a production value of $1.59 billion, according to statistics from the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. Producers, crop consultants, agronomists, and industry clientele need access 
to current soybean production management strategies. 

Kansas has vastly different climate conditions and soil depth; climate is drier in the west 
than in the east, and soil is shallower in the northwest than in the southeast. These 
differences require a variety of soybean management practices.

What We Did
Four in-depth soybean schools were presented in major soybean production regions 
during the fourth week of February 2014. Faculty went to Girard, Topeka, Concordia, 
and Newton to discuss topics including fertility, pest control, planting management, 
and marketing. Programs were targeted to the specific soil and climatic conditions of 
each region.  Approximately 315 producers, crop consultants, agronomists, and other 
agricultural industry clients attended the meetings.

Outcomes
Attendees were asked to respond to a survey about the meeting content and some of their 
farming information. Nearly 36 percent of the attendees responded to the survey. Of those 
respondents, 92 percent considered the information presented to be Very Valuable or 
Valuable. Only 6 percent said the information was Somewhat Valuable.

Survey respondents were asked to provide the number of soybean acres they manage and 
whether the information they received would affect their operations.

• Nearly 22 percent of the respondents provided soybean acreage and the dollars per 
acre they estimated would be gained from information presented.

• The subset of producers who responded managed approximately 75,000 soybean 
acres. Using the range of anticipated improvement in profitability provided in 
responses to the survey questions, the impact from the meetings generated from 
$310,000 to more than $825,000 for Kansas soybean producers.

Success Story
A 70-year-old Osage county producer said the meeting in Topeka was one of the best 
he had ever attended.  According to him, if someone wanted to know all about soybean 
production — from A to Z — it was covered.
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