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Situation
Research indicates that the first three years of life are critical in a child’s development and 
ability to thrive. Effective and positive parental and professional caregiving greatly enhance 
a child’s health throughout life. A caregiver’s skill level determines whether children in care 
are safe and have the early learning experiences they need to succeed in school. Yet most 
child care providers — and many parents — lack the training and understanding needed 
to provide quality nurturing environments. Well-prepared parents and trained child care 
workers are needed statewide.

What We Did
To increase the quality of child care in Kansas, K-State Research and Extension educators 
formed partnerships with early childhood networks. The partnerships offer professional 
development to center-based and in-home child care providers and education to parents 
of young children in locations across the state. 

Outcomes
Agents partnered with Child Care Aware staff, and two agents were approved as trainers for 
Kansas Child Care Training Opportunities, a state child care training center. Fifty-nine child 
care providers were trained, using evidence-based programs to maintain their child care 
licenses. Forty-four parents (many following court orders) participated in parent education 
for childhood development, early learning, and emergent literacy.

Parents, caregivers, and child care providers improved their awareness, knowledge, and 
understanding of: 

• children’s physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and language development;

• environments that maximize children’s learning potential;

• ways to establish and maintain healthy and safe surroundings and activities; and

• methods of observing and assessing what children know and can do, which helps 
caregivers develop activities to meet developmental and learning needs.

Success Story
“After one of my trainings, a provider approached me, thanking me for the ‘wake-up call’ 
she received regarding children’s obesity. She is committed to changing the environment 
in her home child care (operation) to impact the health status of the children she cares for.” 
— Leavenworth County

“I am a true fan of Talk, Read, Play: The Family Conservancy, and all involved. Our volunteers 
caught fire with this project. Many are retired early elementary school educators who 
understand the impact this information can make.” — Wyandotte County
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