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Situation 
Kansas ranks first in the nation in sorghum production for grain and second in sorghum 
silage. First detected in Kansas in August 2014, sugarcane aphid (Melanaphis sacchari) was 
a significant problem across much of the southern United States. Combined data from 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas show if uncontrolled, this aphid can cause 10 to 60 
percent yield loss. In extreme cases, infestations in pre-boot stage sorghum can prevent head 
emergence and lead to complete losses of grain yield. 

What We Did 
Six regional programs conducted in several south central Kansas counties in August and 
September of 2015 focused on best management practices that maximize insecticide efficacy, 
which protects yields and conserves beneficial insects. Four specialists coordinated events with 
eight county extension agents to deliver educational materials and provide hands-on training 
to farmers, consultants, and industry representatives. Information targeted early- and late-
planted sorghum across eight counties and additional education was provided through social 
media.

Outcomes
The primary message was to “scout early, scout often, and know before you spray.” Through hands-
on demonstrations, producers and crop consultants received information to help achieve the 
following objectives: identify sugarcane aphid and related aphid species; learn about growth 
and development of this invasive pest; understand factors affecting severity of infestation; 
implement current accepted thresholds; apply insecticides properly; conserve beneficial 
organisms. Different management strategies for sorghum planting dates and maturity groups 
were discussed. Producers were informed about the latest Kansas sorghum research and 
practical applications for their farming operations. More than 165 Kansans attended the 
regional trainings. The first event attracted 86 attendees with less than 20 hours notice. The 
social media campaign #knowbeforeyouspray engaged audiences, generating more than 13,000 
Twitter impressions.

Success Story 
Meetings alerted agricultural producers to sugarcane aphid pressure. Mt. Hope, Kansas 
producer Kent Winter expressed approval: “I want to compliment you on your sugarcane aphid 
meeting. You saw the need, got producers together, and had a knowledgeable specialist present 
to teach us. We received some great information that day. That is exactly how extension should 
work.”

Impact extended well beyond the day of the meeting. Zach Simon, an agent in Sedgwick 
County received hundreds of phone calls in the weeks following the meetings. He heard from 
producers who attended and had additional questions and from producers who heard about 
the meeting from someone else and wanted the information. 
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