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Situation
Strong, stable, and resilient families that have adequate financial resources are crucial to the 
health and well-being of individuals, communities, and society. In Kansas, 18.4 percent of 
children under the age 18 are living in poverty, an increase of 24.3 percent in the last decade. 
There are approximately 50 marriages and 27 marriage dissolutions daily in Kansas, affecting 
more than 9,000 minor children annually from divorce. 

What We Did
This PFT’s various programming initiatives across the state addressed positive family member 
relationships and social-emotional interactions within their families and their communities 
that build strong, sustainable families. These efforts addressed the following KSRE Grand 
Challenges: Health, Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders, and Community Vitality. Family and 
child development programming was done in collaboration with the Kansas Department of 
Children and Families (DCF), community corrections, a police citizen academy and police 
department, faith communities, drug and alcohol councils, temporary work agencies, healthy 
family community coalitions, schools for both students and faculty, a prominent chain store, 
and other community entities. Here is a sampling of the diverse audiences in this PFT’s 
programming: Spanish-speaking audiences, DCF teen parents, families in poverty from a 
small, rural town, and farm and ranching rural families.

Outcomes
Forty-four program activities with 3,014 total participants were reported throughout the state 
for the Building Strong Families Action Plan. These participant totals do not represent the 
contacts made through mass media, which included local TV and radio segments on family 
communication, balancing family and work, and showing appreciation to families and school 
personnel as well as filming educational programs for social media. In one site where an 
extension agent worked with two 12-week poverty reduction community initiatives, all of the 
class graduates reported working, with some having better paying jobs, others securing second 
jobs, and/or receiving raises. All participants reported increases in social capital and access 
to needed resources for their children and families such as child care and preschools, home 
maintenance repair, utilities reconnected, and mental health therapy. 

Success Story
A personal testimony from a community poverty reduction program: “This is more than a 
program that educates people on how to succeed in getting out of poverty. It’s a family and 
support group. Kids are welcome and free childcare is provided. A free meal is provided 
each week and everyone dines together — family style. Participants learn about community 
resources that are available, they network, receive education on how to succeed, and get tips on 
things like parenting and relationships. It allows them to dream by helping them make goals 
to attain their dreams. It provides hope through positive encouragement, increased self-esteem, 
and dignity.”
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