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Some Important Essentials in Profitable Horse Production 
C. W. MCCAMPBELL 

On January 1, 1916, $2,150,468,000  was invested in horse stock 
in this country as compared with $3,332,144,000 in  cattle, swine, 
and sheep combined. In  spite of this enormous investment, too 
little attention has been given to the kind of horses raised, as the  
average value in the United States on January 1, 1916, was only 
$101.60. Yet statistics have shown that  i t  costs $104.06 to  raise the 
average horse until he is three years of age. This is a deplorable 
s tate  of  affairs. 

Possibly one reason f o r  having made so little progress in im- 
proving the general average of fa rm horses is the fact  tha t  most 
producers a r e  raising horses f o r  service on their own fa rms  and 
a re  giving very little attention to the cost of production, cost of 
maintenance, and amount of service rendered. Such producers 
fail  to  appreciate the  difference in  efficiency between different 
types of horses, the difference in  the cost of labor rendered by horses 
of different types, and the  difference in  the profits f rom sales of 
horses of different types, and continue year a f te r  year to  breed 
mares with little thought as  t o  the  kind of horses they will raise. On 
the other hand, the producer of cattle, swine, and sheep is raising 
a product tha t  will be sent to market  at the earliest age possible. 
It is only natural t h a t  he give more attention t o  the cost of produc- 
tion and exert a greater  effor t  to  produce a more efficient and 
profitable animal. Another important reason f o r  much of the care- 
lessness and lack of interest in the kind of horses is a feeling more 
or less prevalent in many localities t h a t  there is no market f o r  good 
horses. This opinion is due to a general lack of authentic informa- 
tion regarding the horse supply and the demand of the country today. 
Where this idea is prevalent, the  producers fail  to  appreciate the 
fact  that  there is no longer a demand for  horses of certain types, 
but  that  horses of other types a re  in greater  demand at bet ter  prices 
than ever before. Tractors have no doubt caused some apprehension 
regarding the fu ture  of the  horse, bu t  careful observation and ex- 
perience a re  proving tha t  the t ractor  will never decrease the need 
for  good, sound, heavy horses. Such horses have increased in value 
ten percent during the past t en  years, according to the Chicago 
horse market reports. All horses passing through tha t  market in 1905 
that  would classify as drafters,  including the good, bad and indif- 
ferent,  averaged $186 per head. In  1915 the same class of horses aver- 
aged $205 per  head. The demand for horses on fa rms  and the influ- 
ence this demand exerts in making horse values is shown by the fact  
that  under normal conditions only 1.5 percent of the horse popula- 
tion of the country passes through the central horse markets annually. 
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Many of the simple essentials of profitable horse production 
have been neglected in horse raising operations. More horses 
continue t o  be raised in  a haphazard manner each year, the annual  
colt crop reaching into millions, yet  only a few thousand a r e  bred 
and fed  with sufficient thought and care to  insure the develop- 
ment of really high class f a r m  horses. To conduct a business with 
such result is unfortunate as well as unprofitable, bu t  i t  is en- 
couraging to note that  certain types of horses a re  a profitable 
farm product. This profitable type is the sound, good looking, 
bold going, easy keeping, durable horse weighing in working con- 
dition 1,500 pounds or over. Such a horse not only meets the 
needs f o r  efficiency and economy in farming operations, but  i t  
also sells f o r  the high dollar on the open market. Market reports 
show that  the bigger they a r e  the bet ter  the prices, providing size 
is combined with quality and substance. The following is typical: 
“Common 1,300 to 1,400 pound chunks, $165 to $185; medium 
weight (1400-1500) chunks with flesh and quality, $190-$215; and 
heavy weight (1500-1600 pound) chunks $200-$225. Horses weigh- 
ing 1,600 pounds or  more ready t o  go to  work, $275-$350.” 

If the horse raiser hopes to  raise the most efficient f a r m  horse 
which is also the  most profitable market horse, he must observe more 
carefully the fundamentals in profitable horse production. Some 
of the most important a re :  

First, he must observe more closely changing economic and 
market conditions which a f fec t  horse demand, value and prices. 

Second, he must appreciate more thoroughly those features  
of conformation and soundness that  make a horse a good individual. 

Third, he must  study more carefully the  various types of 
horses, tha t  he may be able to  select the efficient and profit- 
able type. 

Fourth, he must consider more thoroughly the cost of produc- 
tion. Today the average horse breeder of this country is raising 
a $101 horse at a cost of $104. 

Fifth, he must learn to appreciate more fully the value of 
good, sound, pure-bred sires. 

Sixth, he must retain f o r  breeding purposes the  best mares at 
his command if he would produce the most profitable kind of horse. 

Seventh, he must learn t o  feed his colts more liberally from 
the time they a r e  old enough to eat,  bearing in mind that  the feed 
and care the colt receives during the f i rs t  year  and a half of its 
life, and particularly during the  first winter, determine very largely 
what t h a t  colt will be at maturity. 

Eight, he must give more attention to the care of his horses, 
especially the brood mare. The fac t  that  only one colt is raised 
from every three mares mated means a tremenduous loss to  horse 
production. 

Ninth, he must take a more active interest in local horse and 
colt shows since there is nothing equal to  a good horse and colt 
show to stimulate a keener interest in  bet ter  horses. 

Tenth, he must appreciate more fully the value of community 
co-operation. Each essential previously mentioned is important, 
but horse production can never reach its full achievement without 
the combined effor t  of the community. 

IET n/a




IET n/a




IET n/a



