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Heritage 
Trust 
Fund

Reimbursement grant 
established in 1990

Funding through real 
estate filing fees 
assessed in each county

Over $29 million 
awarded to date



Heritage Trust 
Fund (HTF)

Who can apply?  The owner of any 
register-listed historic property, 
including contributors to a register-
listed district.

How does the grant work?  

• Once awarded, grantees must seek 
competitive bids from contractors.  

• Grantees must pay the contractor as 
invoices come due and then seek 
reimbursement of 80% of those costs 
from the HTF grant award.  

• This means that the owners ends up 
paying 20% of project costs out-of-
pocket.



Heritage Trust Fund 
(HTF)

Funding for the physical preservation of historic 
properties generally

 Awards $5,000 to $100,000

 Not just for buildings - any listed resource is eligible

 Very competitive. 

 Focus on urgent priorities and benefit to the 
community for a successful application. 

 All work must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.





https://www.kshs.org/14617



Historic Preservation Fund

Established in 1977

Funding from the National Park Service

Supported by Outer Continental Shelf oil lease 
revenues, not tax dollars 



HPF Grant  - Project Ideas

Grants for preservation-related activities:

• Surveys / Inventories

• National Register nominations 

• Design Guidelines 

• Preservation Plans

• Educational programs for students

• Conferences and trainings

• Brochures featuring heritage tourism

• Development of design review guidelines

• Planning for disasters…

  





Historic Preservation 
Fund (HPF)
Who can apply? 
Main Street organizations, historical societies, 
universities, local governments, non-profits.

How does the grant work?  

•Once awarded, grantees must seek competitive bids 
from qualified consultants.  

•Grantees must pay the consultants as invoices come due 
and then seek reimbursement.

•The grant reimburses 60% of project costs including 
consideration of in-kind match provided by staff, 
volunteers, and others.



https://www.kshs.org/14615



Historic 
Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit



WHAT IS A TAX CREDIT?

A tax credit pays the income 
taxes that you owe.

It is different from a 
deduction.  A deduction 
causes you to pay lower taxes, 
a tax credit pays the tax 
liability for you.

WHO CAN APPLY AND USE THE 
PROGRAM?

Owners of any listed buildings.

  A “contributor” to a registered 
historic district.



FEDERAL TAX CREDITS (FTC)

A 20% Federal income tax credit

Income-Producing buildings only 
(Commercial, rental, working farms, etc.)

Listed in the NR or designated as 
potentially eligible

Reviewed by both the SHPO (30 days) 
and the NPS (45 days)

Carried forward 5 years

Flexible timeframes

Credits awarded to the owners of the 
property

Must spend more then the adjusted basis 
(what the building is worth) on the rehab

STATE TAX CREDITS (STC)

A State income tax credit 

Percentage of credit is based upon the 
population of the community 

Commercial, residential, civic, non-profits, 
church buildings qualify

Listed in the SR or NR before project begins

Reviewed by the SHPO only (30 days)

Carried forward 10 years

No deadlines, no time frames

Can be sold & transferred 

Must spend at least $5,000 on the rehab



State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit



Example eligible expenses
Qualified Expenses

Exterior Repairs

Masonry Repairs

Roof Repairs

Window Repair

Walls

Partitions (if built into the 
structure)

Ceilings

Lighting

Electrical

Plumbing

HVAC Systems

Fees (Architect, Engineering, etc.)

Construction Loan Interest



Example ineligible expenses
Landscaping

Retaining Walls

New construction

Demolition (removal of a historic 
structure)

Moving a building

Fencing

Parking Lots/Paving

Sidewalks

Signage

Appliances

Furniture 

Window Treatments 

Grant money (matching portion is 
qualified!)

Insurance Money



https://www.kshs.org/14673



Kansas Rural Preservation grant 
HT TPS://WWW.KSHS.ORG/20430

COMING 
SOON



Additional 
Resources
Various Repair Videos

Consultant Source List

Contractor Source List - By specialty

Kansas Historic Resources Inventory

Historic Trust Fund Workshops

Various Kansas State Historic 
Preservation Office publications

https://www.facebook.com/KSHPO/

https://www.facebook.com/KSHPO/
https://www.facebook.com/KSHPO/


Additional Resources



https://www.kshs.org/14644



Questions?
KSHS.SHPO@ks.gov 
785-272-8681 x240

mailto:KSHS.SHPO@ks.gov
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