
Filling
Empty Buildings



Why do owners keep the buildings empty? 



If unattended the attitude of despair sets in 









Chamber 
Champions

• Retired Chamber members were 
asked to join us and tell the stories 
about what was in the building before 
and share any ideas they had. 

• Art Downard used to own the movie 
theatre. 



Realtors and 
Owners 

Realtors and owners when possible 
were also present and answered 
questions about square footage, price, 
details and more.

Tyler Abens, Abens Realty with two 
customers

Sandy Van Hauen of Jim Fortune 
Realty, showed one of the Mexican 
restaurants





12 
Buildings 
were on 
the tour

5 are sold 

3 are  rented, 

1 is being negotiated on, 

1 had a business in it and is now vacant 
again,

2 have not been rented. 

Do the Math – 66% of those empty 
buildings now have a business in them! 



Saved the movie theater



Incubator space



Any town can do this because 
the magic is in the conversations 
you create, not in the buildings 

themselves.

















The most important thing you can do is change your attitude 
about these buildings. Start looking for the possibilities!



Deb Brown

www.saveyour.town

Video this month is:

Creating Events People Want to Attend

http://www.saveyour.town/

