
 Kurtis Gregory – Cherokee County, SEAC Nominee 

 

I am Kurtis Gregory and I am seeking a position on the State Extension 

Advisory Council because of my personal experience and knowledge I have 

received through K-State Research and Extension.  

I was born in Wichita and raised on a 320-acre farm south of Altamont in Labette County.  Dad 

farmed 150 acres and ran cattle on the rest plus worked a swing shift at the oil refinery in 

Coffeyville to provide for our family and make the property payments.  Mom substituted at the 

local schools and ran a walnut hulling operation while raising four kids.  Like most families we 

were busy in our own little world.  We visited the county fair a few times growing up but don’t 

remember ever hearing about Extension. 

I attended Kansas State University where I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Animal Science 

and Husbandry and my Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine.  I practiced in Harvey, North Dakota 

for 8 months before I moved back to Kansas and settled in Columbus. 

Upon moving back, I quickly became familiar with the Extension.  Especially since my vet clinic is 

next to their office and the fair grounds. 

My wife and I now have 4 children and 4 grandchildren.  Our kids have been showing and 

participating in 4-H for the last 18 years.  I have attended every agriculture or business-related 

workshop I could since moving back.  I have served on the Cherokee County Extension 

Executive Board 15 of the last 20 years, 2 years as vice president and 2 years as president.  I 

have thoroughly appreciated the time I have spent being part of this progressive organization. 

We are in an area of the country where there is little consistency with the weather.  Some areas 

of the country will not be able to plant or harvest crops while others will.  Whether we are in 

the business of raising crops, livestock or kids, we in Cherokee County do have the consistency 

of a strong, progressive, passionate collection of Extension Agents and staff that strive to help 

the underserved, under reached, as well as the progressive in our community to make a 

positive difference in as many lives as possible. 

Our agents don’t settle for just performing the common duties of the job.  They routinely 

pursue unused but available avenues through KSRE.  By being willing and open-minded, more 

people in Cherokee County now know that Kansas State University Research and Extension 

exists and use their services. 

During my tenure as Extension Board Vice President and President, I have promoted and 

requested direct interaction amongst our Regional Director, Extension Director and our local 

agency.  I believe that positive open environment enhances instead of stifles the operation of 

our local agency.  I have also attended partnership meetings in hopes of learning the positives 

of other agencies.  I look forward to the opportunity available through SEAC to further promote 

KSRE. 


