
Dean Fitzsimmons – Pratt County, SEAC Nominee 

 

My name is Dean Fitzsimmons. I live in Pratt County, in the Southwest District. I 

am a 5th generation farmer and rancher in eastern Pratt County near 

Cunningham, Kansas. My wife, Jerree, and I have 3 children: Ashley, James, and 

Jenna. I currently operate the family farm with my father and son. We have a 

black angus cow/calf herd and background our yearlings. We raise wheat, milo, 

and sorghum crops. James and I also operate a custom hay business.  

My family and I are very active in Pratt County 4-H. I have been a 4-H leader, fair superintendent, an 

executive fair board member and officer and an extension council member and officer for more than 

30 years. I have previously been the county extension board chair and now serve as treasurer. My 

family is also active in our church. I attend the First United Methodist Church in Pratt, Kansas, where I 

am involved in the high school youth group and Sunday school, men's prayer group, and administrative 

council chairman. My interactions with the youth and men's groups have given me the opportunity to 

be involved in several local and area mission trips involving hurricane, tornado, and fire relief. As a 

graduate of Cunningham High School, I remain supportive of local school events as well as being the 

chairman of a school council for the betterment of the school and community.  

At the state level, I am a member of the Kansas Livestock Association. I am currently the chairman of 

the Animal Health & ID Committee and sit on the KLA executive board. I was on State Extension 

Advisory Council in 2010-1014. During my term I served as chairman.  I have a strong passion for the 

extension program. I believe the programs offered by extension are important to create better 

communities and educate its members on health, horticulture, crops, and livestock. It is an unbiased 

source of information for the agriculture community. Extension also promotes growth and education 

through an exceptional state 4-H program. I have a strong belief in the districting concept for the 

extension program. I think we need to continue to do our homework with our county commissioners 

to better explain the concepts and important benefits of districting. The collaboration between some 

counties could extend their resources and opportunities. With dwindling county financial support, I 

feel more than ever that counties should explore districting.  I look forward to having the chance to be 

a member of the SEAC again. I would greatly appreciate your vote. 


