
          Susan Campbell, Cherokee County, SEAC Nominee 

     As a third generation Kansan, I spent my childhood surrounded by seasonally 

colored fields crisscrossed by hedge rows and gravel roads.  It was here I 

learned the importance of agriculture and its impact on lives. Years later, 

these lessons have evolved into a deeper understanding of the connection 

between local resources and community livelihood and the resulting quest to 

invigorate Kansas communities has become a priority for many of us.    I, like 

   many, left home to pursue a career due in part to the lack of local opportunities.  As such, I spent 

23 years living across the country in various urban and rural settings.  A few years back we were 

given the opportunity to relocate to my grandparent’s farm in southeastern Kansas. At first, we 

were unsure of our decision, but because we wanted our daughters to experience the lifestyle 

that had shaped both us and our families, we took the plunge and returned to the place we called 

home.  It was evident that the community of my youth had changed, from the near 

disappearance of the small family farm to the lack of fresh healthy food choices to the diminished 

centralist role of the local schools to a nonexistent recreation department. My community 

seemed to be lacking much of its former vitality, while poverty and need seemed to pervade the 

new normal.  It was then I discovered a breath of fresh air, the Cherokee County Extension, 

launching diverse programs for all ages that were new and progressive yet traditional with rural 

values.  Their goal was to bring the community together through positive connections with a 

purpose. We were impressed with the level of commitment this organization was pouring into 

the revitalization of our community.  Three years later, I have witnessed our extension 

organization, filled with individuals dedicated to building progressive programming with a vision, 

moving toward a healthier, happier, engaged community, succeed!  Professionally I often 

discover needs within the community when my patients share their own struggles. This 

occasionally leads to collaborative extension efforts and the advent of meaningful programs 

focused on wellness and healthy lifestyle choices.  This year I start my third term as a member at 

large on the Executive Board, as well as serving as past Chairman and current secretary of the 

Family and Consumer Sciences PDC.  I possess a BS. Ed., an MPT, and have been a pediatric 

Physical Therapist for over twenty years. I recently started Dirt Road Deliveries LLC, learning 

success and failure with organic flower farming, while managing a small hair sheep operation. I 

am a fiction author and creator of YoGo Play, a children’s activity based educational curriculum.  

As our communities naturally evolve, I believe collaboration is key as we problem solve solutions 

that support vitality and maintain rural Kansas culture. My sincere hope is that I possess a unique 

combination of education and experiences that might prove to be of value and I would be 

honored to become a part of the State Extension Advisory Council. 


