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Situation
The Agricultural Act of 2014, signed by President Obama on February 7, 2014, provides a 
one-time irrevocable farm producer decision to select the Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC). Those who elect PLC also will be eligible for Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO). Direct payments were eliminated, as were some programs from 
previous farm bills. These are large policy changes and require timely, relevant education 
so farmers can make the program election that best fits the individual farm. 

What We Did
On the day President Obama signed the legislation, the K-State Department of Agricultural 
Economics announced a national webinar to educate participants on its primary facets. 
K-State partnered with Oklahoma State University to create an Excel-based decision tool, 
which was previewed at the 2014 Risk and Profit Conference before its release. Within 
months, the decision tool had been accessed more than 1,100 times through K-State’s 
AgManager.info website. Links on the AgManager.info Policy page give users easy access 
to papers, presentations, the decision tool, other universities, and additional information. 
Statewide in-person meetings, webinars, and agent training were scheduled in January 
and February 2015.

Outcomes
Farmers were able to evaluate and use this information to make their one-time elections 
by the March 31, 2015, deadline. K-State continues to provide direct help in understanding 
each variable and additional information through the AgManager.info site, including price 
outlook and marketing-year average price updates for important Kansas crops. At least 
870 participants from 27 states learned about the choices in the February 21, 2014, live 
webinar, and at least 100 more viewed the webinar recording. More than 1,200 attendees 
received information at eight statewide meetings in March 2014, and a second national 
webinar on April 4, 2014, dealt with the SCO program, attracting at least 209 participants 
from 23 states. 

Success Story
A producer who participated in the first webinar noted: “Providing producers some 
intelligent guidance is an important concern. I believe by listening to your recording  
again and again I will pick up on important factors that I missed the first time. We made  
it through ACRE with your help; we will make it through PLC and ARC.”

Another producer from the SCO webinar said: “This helps me plan and seek what the 
possible outcome may be — as best one can — that may have a major impact on 
protection for farming the next 5 years. I will have better knowledge now to decide what 
programs I might wish to enroll in to have the best risk management along with my crop 
insurance.”
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