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Situation
Forty-two Kansas counties were declared major disaster areas because of severe weather May 
4 through June 21, 2015. But not all disasters are related to a major storm. When any home 
floods or is ravaged by fire, it’s a disaster for the individual homeowner, renter, or business 
owner. For that reason, some emergency responders say, “all disasters are local.” 

What We Did
K-State Research and Extension developed Prepare Kansas, an online challenge now in its 
second year, which focuses on weekly activities during September, National Preparedness 
Month. In 2015, activities concentrated on accessing alerts and warnings, developing 
communication plans, assembling or updating supplies, and planning/practicing emergency 
responses. Communication with participants is via email, social media, and a blog, http://
blogs.k-state.edu/preparekansas/. Coordinated media efforts include news articles and radio, 
Weather Wonders. More than 250 participants from 59 Kansas counties and other states 
registered for the 2015 challenge.

Outcomes 
Each week, participants complete both knowledge-based and action-based tasks that can make 
disaster recovery easier. At the end of the challenge, individuals reported their actions within 
their families and at work. About 30 percent of participants completed the end-of-challenge 
survey. The majority reported attempting each weekly challenge. Most reported completing 
at least one challenge task each week. In general, participants worked with one or two other 
household members on each activity. Those who reported on the work challenge joined an 
average of three others. 

More than half of survey respondents reported completing family or workplace 
communication plans. The majority reported planning tornado and fire drills; one out of four 
also practiced the drills. Emergency supply kits and grab-and-go bags for family members 
require more planning and time to complete. Prepare Kansas participants had the entire 
month to work on challenge activities, and nearly all reported at least developing both items. 
More than half created an emergency supply kit, and about a third made grab-and-go bags for 
family.

Prepare Kansas helps participants be better prepared for emergencies, whether at home or at 
work. It also sparks discussions among families or co-workers about preparedness in general 
and the best ways to handle future disasters. By the end of the challenge, participants are more 
prepared for emergencies — which can make recovery easier.
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