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Situation
Kansas 4-H members are proud of the communities they call home. Whether they live in 
cities, towns, or rural areas, 4-H members make their communities better year round. Kansas 
4-H members have always been involved in community service, living up to their pledge to use 
their hands for larger service, for their clubs, their communities, their country, and their world. 
Over the last 13 years, “The 4-H Study of Positive Youth Development” has found that 4-H 
members are four times more likely to make contributions to their communities. 

What We Did
In 2014, the Kansas 4-H Youth Leadership Council chose to focus on community service and 
what Kansas 4-H could accomplish over a weekend. The 48 Hours of 4-H project challenged 
clubs, 4-H families, volunteers, and alumni to take part in a service project during a 48-hour 
time period at the end of National 4-H Week. The Kansas 4-H Foundation, the department 
of 4-H Youth Development, and K-State Research and Extension were all partners in this 
youth-led effort.

Outcomes 
Projects across the state included cleanup and beautification efforts, food and supply 
collections, educational events, appreciation events, and charitable benefits, all meeting 
unique community needs. During the inaugural 48 Hours of 4-H project in 2014, 3,158 total 
participants took part, raising $9,375 for local charities and collecting 9,214 items (primarily 
nonperishable food). Of the 130 project leader survey responses, when asked if participants 
have a better appreciation of their community as a result of participating in 48 Hours of 4-H, 
40 percent strongly agreed and 46 percent agreed. 

Success Story 
The Kansas 4-H Youth Leadership Council was thrilled with the response to this first-ever 
event and the amount of service that happened in that time frame. 

An Ellis County 4-H volunteer shared, “What a great idea and it was great that non-4-H 
youth/adults were able to participate as well. Our community was able to see the results of 
everyone working together.”

A Shawnee County 4-H volunteer shared, “It was a great opportunity for our club to work 
with other clubs in the community.”
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