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Situation
Preventing the development of antimicrobial resistance in animals and humans is vital to 
the food supply and health of a growing population. To ensure judicious use of medically 
important antimicrobials, veterinary oversight is required before the use of these products 
in feed of livestock to prevent or treat disease. This will be accomplished through a new 
regulation known as the Veterinary Feed Directive, which went into effect Jan. 1, 2017. The 
new regulations change how producers access these products and include new record-keeping 
requirements. Producers, veterinarians, and feed distributors need to know how to comply with 
the laws. 

What We Did
In cooperation with the College of Veterinary Medicine and Kansas Department of 
Agriculture, K-State Research and Extension provided opportunities for producers to learn 
about the changes. Statewide efforts included 28 meetings (796 attendees), seven newspaper 
articles, nine radio and TV spots, seven newsletter articles, 12 social media posts, and 
numerous informal, one-on-one conversations that took place within communities. The 
website VFDinfo.org was developed to make new publications, videos, and other reference 
materials available in one place. 

Outcomes
Website statistics show online materials targeting specific industry segments reached 
1,662 producers, 1408 veterinarians, 612 feed mills, and 474 feed distributors. At meetings, 
producers learned the basics of Veterinary Feed Directives and were given an opportunity 
to ask questions about implementation of the regulations in their individual operations. 
Producers gained understanding of the proper and judicious use of antibiotics as a result of 
these educational sessions. Survey data from a subset of meeting participants indicated 65 
percent moderately to significantly increased their understanding of regulations associated 
with the Veterinary Feed Directive and 51 percent noted a significant change in their 
understanding of a valid patient-client relationship.

Success Story
Responses to the question, “What aspect of the program will have the biggest impact on your 
operation?”

• I am a distributor and this meeting helped me understand (how) this process works. 

• Knowing what to do to set (up) a VFD for my operation.

• Time allowance to order feed and VFD.
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