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Situation
The Boys and Girls Club of Kickapoo in Horton, Kansas saw a need to engage youth in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) activities in their summer programming. 
The club sought to expose their youth to STEM lessons into their educational activities, as 
a way to provide an accessible opportunity to STEM education. Matt Young, Brown County 
agent, supported communication and contact with the Boys and Girls Club staff to form a 
partnership with the Department of 4-H Youth Development.

What We Did
Aliah Mestrovich Seay, New Youth and Adult Audiences Specialist for 4-H Youth 
Development, provided materials and STEM activity resources from the department. The 
Boys & Girls Club staff members were trained to be able to teach and facilitate STEM lessons 
for youth. The training included pertinent information on culturally sensitive programming 
so that the STEM activities were relevant to the Native American youth and staff. The 
4-H Youth Development State Office provided tech kits that allowed hands-on activities in 
subjects like aerospace, robotics, food science, agriculture, and entomology.

Outcomes
As of July, 75 youth in the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska and the Kickapoo Tribe in 
Kansas participated in weekly STEM activities. This new partnership between the Boys 
& Girls Club of Kickapoo and 4-H Youth Development opened the doors for long-term 
STEM opportunities for youth, as well as opportunities for volunteers to learn alongside them. 
Volunteers were able to develop an understanding of culturally relevant programming through 
the “Ages & Stages: Cultural Edition” training. 

Success Story
“The directors have been really pleased and the kids have had good comments about the 
program. I think one of the biggest indicators that they like it is that the kids will say that the 
‘STEM guys’ are here this week. The program’s been important to me. I have a passion for 
youth education and helping kids. These are underserved audiences in our county that need 
some help. Their directors were limited on funding to provide this, and that’s what we were 
able to help with. It’s worked out well.” – Matt Young, Brown County agent
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