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K-State Garden Hour Webinar Series  
Meets Needs at Home and Around the Globe 

 
The Situation  
With a surge in new gardeners and subsequent food security concerns related to the global pandemic, Extension 
horticulture professionals sought to leverage digital communication resources with our in-house horticultural expertise to 
reach stakeholders needing to navigate their new world of food gardening. An additional need was the ability to engage with 
existing stakeholders lacking adequate outlets for gardening interests and activities.  
 
What We Did 
The webinar series “The K-State Garden Hour” was developed in 2020 by extension horticulture agents and specialists to 
reach traditional and new audiences with research-based information related to food gardening. The webinar series was 
such a success, it was decided to continue the webinar into 2021. This effort engaged agents and specialists in a variety of 
roles including planner, graphic designer, Zoom and Facebook event manager, host, presenter, moderator, email manager, 
Facebook spam combatant, social media manager, and evaluation expert. K-State Research and Extension Communications 
Team hosted Facebook Events for each webinar from a state level. Local units co-hosted the events, expanding the 
audience statewide. The project became a unique way for people to learn about different aspects of gardening, while also 
hearing from a wide variety of experts in Kansas.  
 
Outcomes 
From February to December 2021, we recorded over 16,326 total participants. Our live attendance reached over 7,701 
people, and 8,625 people watched the recorded presentations. This exceeded participation from last year by doubling our 
participation in just 15 webinar sessions. Our highest attended webinar was on Container Gardening, with 1,034 live 
participants. We had Kansan’s log on from 104 of the 105 counties. Participants from 39 US states, 4 continents, and 5 
international countries also registered.  
 
Based on evaluation data from our impact survey, the webinar series had an impact on each of the five grand challenges 
established by K-State Research and Extension that every Kansan faces: global food systems, water and natural 
resources, health, community vitality and developing tomorrow’s leaders.  

• Global Food Systems: 7 out of 10 participants reported improved human nutrition by having increased availability 
& access to fresh produce as a result of the webinar series. This includes 82% of total participants that reported 
harvesting fresh fruits, vegetables, and herbs from their gardens and 80% that reported consuming or preserving 
freshly harvested produce they grew with the help of the K-State Garden Hour webinars.  

• Water and Natural Resources: 73% of the participants reported making five efforts to improve water quality and 
56% reported implementing five water conservation practices as a result of the webinar series.  

 

• Health: 56% of the participants reported improved individual physical & emotional health and 57% of the 
participants also reported improved quality of life within their community as a result of the webinar series. 
 



• Community Vitality: 77% of the participants reported implementing five pollinator supporting practices in order to 
increase pollinator habitat as a result of the webinar series. 55% of all participants also reported reducing waste 
sent to landfills as a result of the webinar series. 

• Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders: 8 out of 10 participants reported implementing five science literacy practices as a 
result of the webinar series. These practices included finding unbiased research-based information, reading and 
understanding fertilizer/pesticide labels, identifying plant problems, and selecting proper plants for their local 
environments. In addition, 76% of total participants felt confident in their ability to use the information from these 
webinars to teach others how to garden more successfully.  

 
Success Story 
Comments received from program participants provided further evidence of the impacts of our program: 

“Armed with information from your webinars, I’ve been able to convince family members to eliminate 
insecticide use in our gardens/landscape to benefit the pollinators. We are expanding our pollinator 
friendly plantings.”  
 
• 87% of total participants reported reducing pesticide use in pollinator areas in order to provide 

increased pollinator habitat. 
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Andrea Burns  
Agriculture & Natural Resources Extension Agent, Ford County  
100 Gunsmoke, Dodge City, KS 67801 
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Matthew McKernan 
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7001 W. 21st Street North, Wichita, KS 67205 
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Chuck Otte 
presenting for K-State 
Garden Hour on 
October 6, 2021. 
Chuck discussed 
supporting backyard 
birds. The 
presentation had 383 
live participants.  

Ariel Whitley-Knoll 
presenting for K-
State Garden Hour 
on May 19, 2021. 
Ariel taught on 
Xeriscaping. The 
presentation had 
451 live 
participants.  
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