
Kansas Statewide Local Food Systems 
Virtual Town Hall

October 27, 2021



Agenda for today

– Update on USDA Regional Food Systems Program grant submitted 
July 2021

– 5 minute presentations on current local food systems efforts by: 
• Kansas Rural Center
• Kansas Alliance For Wellness/ Kansas Food Action Network
• Kansas Department of Agriculture
• Kansas Healthy Foods Initiative
• Kansas Department of Education- Farm to School program
• Kansas State Research and Extension 

– Brief announcements of upcoming relevant local food systems 
events- all partners

– Materials will be posted at: www.rrc.k-state.edu/localfoods/index.html



RFSP Project Goal:  Assessing capacity of Kansas local food systems, identifying assets and gaps in key areas :

Human Capital: What assets and 
gaps exist in the human capital 
infrastructure (i.e. knowledge, 

capacity, technical assistance, etc.) 
in the KS local food system?  Who 

should lead in each area?

Co-Lead Org: Kansas Rural 
Center

Collaborating Partners TBD

Infrastructure:  What assets and 
gaps exist in the physical 

infrastructure (mid tier value 
chains, processing facilities, cold 
storage, incubator kitchens, cold 
transportation) of KS local food 

systems?

Co-Lead Org: Kansas 
Department of Agriculture

Collaborating Partners TBD

Financial Capital:  What 
assets and gaps existing 

in funding for food 
system projects in KS?

Co-Lead Org: IFF

Collaborating Partners 
TBD

Policy Supports:  What 
current policies are 

barriers to food systems 
development in Kansas?  

What opportunities exist?

Co-Lead Org: Kansas 
Food Action 

Network/KAW

Collaborating Partners 
TBD

Resilience:  How can Kansas communities be 
better prepared to feed themselves?

Equity:  How can all Kansans 
participate in their local food system?

Access:  How can Kansans across 
the state access healthy local food?

USDA Regional Food Systems Partnership Program Grant – Planning & Design
Applicant:  Kansas State University



Grant Action Steps:
1. Submitted RFSPP Planning grant to support local food systems assessment 

collaboration among partners in 4 key areas.

2. Use assessment process to build knowledge and partnerships amongst orgs in the 
collaborative.

3. Identify areas of shared interest and opportunity.

4. Prioritize local food system investments for statewide partners to collaborate on for 
next 5 years.

5. Create a plan for strategic investment in KS local food systems in key areas.

6. Apply for RFSPP Implementation grant to implement Planning & Design phase 
recommendations.



INDEPENDENT, STATEWIDE NONPROFIT 

• Focus on food and farm systems
• Economically Viable, Socially Just, Ecologically Sound
• Started in 1979, helping farmers deal with the economic crisis

KANSAS RURAL 
CENTER



Kansas Rural Center | Local Food Systems | 2021

EDUCATION & FARMER TRAINING 
BEGINNING FARMER TRAINING

Working with advisory team to develop a 
comprehensive statewide beginning farmer 
training curriculum.

LAND ACCESS
Working to increase affordable and equitable 
access to land for farmers and their families through 
alternative land access models. 

URBAN AGRICULTURE 
Providing support and evaluation of Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production grantee-
Common Ground Producers and Growers- to help 
strengthen urban food systems.

FARM TO SCHOOL
Developing statewide training for producers to 
enter school markets. Working with schools and 
farmers to fund projects that decrease barriers of 
entering market. 



Kansas Rural Center | Local Food Systems | 2021

POLICY & 
ADVOCACY
CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE

Increase resilience of local food system for future generations

FARM BILL
Work with communities to mobilize an informed grassroots 
citizenry to find ways to engage with Farm Bill policies that 
shape their local food systems. 



Kansas Rural Center | Local Food Systems | 2021

RESEARCH & RESOURCE SHARING

PUBLICATIONS 
KRC publishes reports and 
articles, such as Policy Watch and 
Rural Papers, and hosts video 
library of workshops and events.

CONFERENCES, 
TOWNHALLS & 
LISTENING SESSIONS
Hosting conversations among 
neighbors and experts across the 
state in all matters related to food 
systems.

AMPLIFY STORIES & 
INCREASE ACCESS
Promoting stories of lived 
experiences through Sunflower 
Stories. Building bilingual 
resources.  



Kansas Rural Center | Local Food Systems | 2021

• Increase collaborative efforts 
• Ensure our work centers climate change  
• Prioritize listening to people with lived 

experiences 
• Create sustainable and up-to-date 

resource hub for local food systems 
• Don't reinvent the wheel

Interim Executive Director, Zack Pistora, zackp@kansasruralcenter.org         
Local Food Programs Director, Kaitlin Stanley, kstanley@kansasruralcenter.org     
Program and Admin Manager, Ryan Goertzen-Regier, ryangr@kansasruralcenter.org

CONTACT

LOOKING AHEAD
HOW KRC WILL STRENGTHEN OUR 
WORK



KANSAS FOOD 
ACTION NETWORK

KSRE Local Foods Update
October 2021



City of Wichita

Grant



“NEW NETWORK, WHO ‘DIS?”:
Restructuring for a new era of food systems work

NETWORK/PEER-TO-PEER 
LEARNING AND T.A. 

ADVISORY BOARD 
(WITH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION)

INCREASED ”PSE” FOCUS

DRIVEN BY COUNCIL INSIGHT



MEETING OF THE MINDS:
2021 Statewide Convening



MANY HANDS MAKE… STRONG ADVOCACY:
Piloting the Kansas Food and Farm Advocacy Coalition



Join our listserv to “ketchup” with us 
(look for the link in the chat!)

GET IN TOUCH

Miranda Miller-Klugesherz
Director, Kansas Food Action Network
mklugesherz@kchealthykids.org



Kansas Department of 
Agriculture
https://agriculture.ks.gov/



Addressing the 
Need for Healthy 
Food Access in 
Kansas

Erica Blair
Kansas Healthy Food Initiative
October 27, 2021



Kansas Healthy 
Food Initiative

Mission: Increase access to 
affordable, healthy food to 
improve the health and economic 
development of Kansans and their 
communities. 

KHFI provides technical 
assistance and financing to bring 
healthy foods to underserved 
Kansas communities.

Partners:



Examples of applicants:

• Grocery store developers and/or owners
• Food distributors
• Local food producers
• Innovative food access entrepreneurs
• Non-profit organizations
• City or county governmental bodies

Examples of how funds may be used:

• Building renovation, expansion, or construction 
of grocery stores, farm stands, 
processing/packing sheds, and other healthy 
food retail outlets.

• Purchase or upgrade of equipment, including 
coolers, point of sale systems, farm machinery, 
vehicles, etc.

• Initial one-time startup costs, including 
inventory, shelving, etc.

KHFI funding supports one-time 
investments that sustain or enhance 
the availability of healthy food at the 

retail level in low-resource and 
underserved communities in Kansas.





Email: khfi@ksu.edu

Website: www.kansashealthyfood.org



Kansas Farm to Plate 
Connections

www.kn-eat.org, Farm to School, Guidance
bdepew@ksde.org
785-296-0062







• This group connects with Child Nutrition Program sponsors with 
community partners and producers to establish goals, projects and 
resources to put more local products on Kansas children’s plates.  

• 28 producers, Child Nutrition sponsors and partners meet 
quarterly via Zoom to discuss local food current topics, updates 
and develop future goals. 

• Vision – “Kansans Can” collaborate to procure and serve local foods 
in CNPs to promote learning and the success of each student.

• Next meeting this November- we will discuss 2019 USDA Farm to 
School Census results https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov/
showing food served, frequency, spending, nutrition education 
and more.

Farm to Plate Work Group





KSRE Local Foods Activities-1

• Information on website: www.rrc.k-state.edu/localfoods/index.html
• KSRE Local Foods Team- meet monthly, working in various areas
• Many others within KSRE also working in local foods
• 2020:  Homesteading 911 video series
• Kansas Value Added Foods Lab
• K-State Ag Manager- Value Added Business Development Program



KSRE Local Foods Activities-2

• Information on website: www.rrc.k-state.edu/localfoods/index.html
• Resources on: 

– Shopping Direct from Farmers
– Gardening and Commercial Produce Production, Produce Safety
– Farmers Markets
– Food Preservation
– Entomology
– Agrability
– SARE- Sustainable Agriculture Research and Extension
– Reducing Food Waste



KSRE Local Foods Activities-3

• Double Up Food Bucks Program 
• Rural Grocery Initiative and KHFI
• Consumer Nutrition Education, including 

SNAP-Ed
• Urban Food Systems Educational Program

– Urban Food Systems Symposium- Sept 26-29, 
2022, Kansas City

• Community Vitality and Development
• Local Livestock Production



Upcoming KSRE workshops-4
• KS Direct to Consumer Marketing workshops

– Jan 31-Feb 4, 2022
• Produce Safety-related trainings and resources available 

at: www.ksre.k-
state.edu/foodsafety/produce/index.html

• Great Plains Growers Conference- Jan 7-8, 2022
• Commercial Fruit Production webinar series- Nov 1-29
• Numerous other local activities upcoming



Agenda for today

– Update on USDA Regional Food Systems Program grant submitted 
July 2021

– 5 minute presentations on current local food systems efforts by
– Brief announcements of upcoming relevant local food systems 

events- all partners
– We plan to hold these quarterly moving forward (subject to 

modification if we do get the RFSP grant)
– Materials will be posted at: www.rrc.k-state.edu/localfoods/index.html

• Reminder that statewide groups can also share a 1 page summary of their activities to be 
posted on this website also.  



Contact Details

Londa Nwadike, Extension Food Safety Specialist 
Kansas State University/ University of Missouri
lnwadike@ksu.edu
913 307 7391

Tom Buller, Douglas County Horticulture Agent
Kansas State University
tombuller@ksu.edu
785 843 7058

32


