
  
 

 
 
 
The 20 cuts below feature a 3-minute fully-produced piece followed by the scripts and bites that comprise that piece, 
for your own voicing. 
 
 
 

 AGRICULTURE TODAY FEATURES  
1 WHEAT CROP OBSERVATIONS   (fully produced)   (Eric Atkinson)                Q…K-State Radio Network. 3:00 

 

 
WHEAT CROP OBSERVATIONS   (soundbites)  
  
From persistent drought through most of the growing season to abnormally hot temperatures at just the wrong time, 
and everything in-between, the 2018 winter wheat crop in Kansas was pelted with challenges. Even so, a K-State 
wheat production specialist is impressed with how well the crop did in general, given all the adversity.  Romulo 
Lollato (ROHM-ah-low low-LOT-toe) says there were several strikes against the wheat crop as the season 
progressed.      
                                                                                                               
   Track 2    (:26)    Q…producers around the state. 
 
That’s not to say that it was a great wheat crop, by any stretch.  But Lollato says it did exceed expectations. 
 
   Track 3   (:28)    Q...impressed with the yields. 
 
Moreover, something was gained from all the duress put upon Kansas wheat this year.  And that will show up in the 
next wave of new wheat varieties, says Lollato. 
 
   Track 4   (1:01)    Q...here in Kansas. 
 
TAG:  With some reflections on the productivity of the 2018 Kansas winter wheat crop, that’s K-State wheat 
production specialist Romulo Lollato. 
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 AGRICULTURE TODAY FEATURES  
5 SELECTING WHEAT VARIETIES   (fully produced)         (Eric Atkinson)  Q…K-State Radio Network. 3:00 

 

 
SELECTING WHEAT VARIETIES   (soundbites)  
  
Just as winter wheat producers are thinking about which varieties they’ll plant this fall, Kansas State University has 
released its 2018 Kansas Wheat Variety Performance Test report.  And a K-State wheat production specialist 
coaxes growers to take full advantage of that information. Romulo Lollato (ROHM-ah-low low-LOT-toe) advises 
wheat producers not only to look at this latest variety data, but to compare it to previous year’s evaluations as well.
     
                                                                                                               
   Track 6    (:44)    Q…all over the state. 
 
And there is still another on-line resource to add to a producers’ familiarity with a given variety. 
 
   Track 7   (:36)    Q...is the variety performing. 
 
Yield performance is, of course, priority one when selecting a wheat variety.  However, Lollato urges that growers 
base their decisions on more than just yield expectations.  
 
   Track 8   (:35)    Q...beyond grain yield. 
 
TAG:  K-State wheat production specialist Romulo Lollato.  K-State’s 2018 Kansas Wheat Variety Performance 
Test report can be found at www.agronomy.ksu.edu, or ask at your local Extension office. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 AGRICULTURE TODAY FEATURES  
9 TRADE TARIFF RELIEF   (fully produced)   (Eric Atkinson)                Q…K-State Radio Network. 3:00 

 

 
TRADE TARIFF RELIEF   (soundbites)  
  
The trade tariffs that have already been imposed on imports from China and other countries, as well as pending 
additional tariffs, have caused tremendous heartburn in agricultural circles.  Retaliatory tariffs by those countries 
jeopardize U.S. agricultural exports to those destinations.  In the wake of all this, the administration recently 
announced it was putting together, through the USDA, a trade tariff relief program for producers, including the new 
Market Facilitation Program.  It is aimed at providing direct payments to producers of wheat, corn, sorghum and 
soybean, as well as other commodities.  K-State risk management specialist Art Barnaby is well versed in USDA 
commodity programs.  He has several questions about how these payments will take shape.       
                                                                                                               
   Track 10    (:45)    Q…I don’t know. 
 
He’s mostly concerned about whether this assistance will be of much benefit to producers who have had 
substandard crops this year. 
 
   Track 11   (:24)    Q...below normal yields. 
 
And there are several other unknowns concerning how this program will come together. Barnaby is urging 
producers to express their questions through their organizational channels. 
 
   Track 12   (:29)    Q...not there this year. 
 
TAG:  K-State risk management specialist Art Barnaby on the new USDA Market Facilitation Program now in the 
works. 
 

 

http://www.agronomy.ksu.edu/


 

 AGRICULTURE TODAY FEATURES  
13 SOYBEAN PRICE OUTLOOK   (fully produced)   (Eric Atkinson)                Q…K-State Radio Network. 3:00 

 

 
SOYBEAN PRICE OUTLOOK   (soundbites)  
  
The trade tariff conflict between the U.S. and China has weighed heavily on the soybean industry this summer.  
And with no resolution in immediate sight, it is a prime factor in the latest soybean price probability forecast put out 
by a K-State grain market economist.   Dan O’ Brien regularly updates his marketing-year outlook on grain prices.  
And the new-crop prospects for U.S. soybean production are looking pretty solid right now.      
                                                                                                               
   Track 14    (:25)    Q…in 2018 again. 
 
The uncertainty, of course, rests mostly with U.S. soybean export business.  The once-robust sales to China are 
now in doubt, and the impact is apparent. 
 
   Track 15   (:14)    Q...on the soybean market. 
 
So how do those variables play out in O’Brien’s latest soybean price probability projections?    
 
   Track 16   (1:15)    Q...something like that. 
 
TAG:  K-State grain market economist Dan O’Brien.  His entire new soybean price outlook is now posted at 
www.agmanager.info.  
 

 

 
 
 

 AGRICULTURE TODAY FEATURES  
17 WATER TECHNOLOGY FARMS   (fully produced)   (Eric Atkinson)                Q…K-State Radio Network. 3:00 

 

 
WATER TECHNOLOGY FARMS  (soundbites)  
  
Collaborating with progressive irrigated crop producers, Kansas State University has developed a network of Water 
Technology Farms in western and south-central Kansas.  The very latest advances in efficient irrigation technology 
are being evaluated on these 10 farms in real-world conditions.  And all will be on display at a series of water 
technology field days throughout this month of August.  K-State water resource engineer Jonathan Aguilar (AG-ah-
lar) spearheads this Water Technology Farm program.     
                                                                                                               
   Track 18    (:49)    Q…in some cases. 
 
And again, these systems are put to the test in actual commercial crop fields, which makes this program unique, 
according to Aguilar. 
 
   Track 19   (:22)    Q...on those scales. 
 
Those attending one or more of these field days will see for themselves how these new irrigation concepts are 
performing. 
 
   Track 20   (:43)    Q...some of these fields. 
 
TAG:  That’s K-State water resource engineer Jonathan Aguilar.  To find out more about these K-State Water 
Technology Field Days, go to www.southwest.ksu.edu, or ask your local Extension agricultural agent about them. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.agmanager.info/
http://www.southwest.ksu.edu/


The 5 features below are soundbites only 
 
 FAMILY AND CONSUMER   

 
21 

SALMONELLA FORCES RECALLS – According to a new report from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, chicken is ranked as the most dangerous food with the highest rates of foodborne illness. The CDC 
analyzed 5,760 reported outbreaks between 2009 and 2015 and found chicken was responsible for 10 percent of 
the outbreaks and 12 percent of resulting illnesses. Kansas State University food scientist Karen Blakeslee says 
there have been a number of foodborne-related food recalls recently – and many of them are tied to salmonella, 
which is a bacteria. 
        Q...it will affect you. 

 
:40 

22 SEASONINGS CAN BE A HAZARD – A manufacturer’s recall of crackers was somewhat surprising because 
heat kills bacteria. However, Blakeslee says it probably wasn’t the crackers that prompted the recall, but rather 
the seasonings that are added to the crackers. 
        Q...is occurring in. 

 
:39 

23 WASH BEFORE CUTTING MELONS – Melons can also be a source of foodborne illness. Blakeslee says all 
melons should be washed before they’re cut into slices or chunks. 
        Q...cut melon left. 

 
:53 

24 WHAT IF I BOUGHT THE PRODUCT?  – When a recall is issued, manufacturers and the government provide as 
much information as possible to allow consumers to determine if they’re impacted by the recall. Blakeslee covers 
what to do when a foodborne illness-related recall is issued.                                                   
        Q...your money back. 
Tag: Even if the product can be cooked, Blakeslee warns against eating it because you don’t know how much 
bacteria might be contained in a recalled product and the risk is simply not worth it.   

 
:41 

25 WAYS TO REDUCE RISK OF ILLNESS – While there’s little we can do to protect ourselves against foodborne 
illness in pre-packaged products and at restaurants, we can take steps at home to minimize our risk. Blakeslee 
says washing our hands, preventing cross-contamination and using a thermometer can greatly reduce the risk of 
exposure to foodborne illness. 
        Q...it is so important. 
Tag: More food safety information is available online through the CDC, FDA and USDA. You can also contact 
your county or district Extension office or visit the Extension website: www.ksre.ksu.edu/foodsafety. 

 
:59 

 
The features below are self-contained and fully-produced 
 

 KANSAS PROFILE  
26 ROSANNA BAUMAN – CEDAR VALLEY FARMS – The biggest and best success stories often start off small, 

and with limited means. Ron Wilson, director of the Huck Boyd National Institute for Rural Development, has the 
story of a farm family who leveraged limited acreage into a fantastic farming success. 

        Q...with Kansas Profile. 

4:21 

 
 

 MILK LINES  

27 

PLANING FOR WINTER BEDDING – Straw is the preferred winter bedding for dairy cows and calves. However, 
high prices and a potential shortage may force producers to consider other options. K-State dairy specialist Mike 
Brouk (brook) says now is the time to look for ways to reduce the amount of bedding needed and to secure other 
alternatives, including corn stalk. 

        Q...(theme music) 

2:00 

 
 

 OUTBOUND KANSAS  

 
28 

WILD HORSES ISSUE – Efforts have been in place for well over 40 years to sustainably manage wild horses and 
burros in the western rangelands of the United States.  So far, they have not succeeded in curbing the boom in their 
populations, which is swiftly leading to rangeland degradation…and that includes negative consequences for other 
wildlife.  This week, K-State wildlife specialist Charlie Lee looks at the situation, saying that a better solution is 
sorely needed. 

                                                                                                                    Q...(theme music) 

5:00 

 
 
 



 PERSPECTIVE  
29 KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK (Part 2) – Education is one of four areas covered in the 2017 Kids Count Data Book. 

And even though Kansas ranks 13th nationally in the overall well-being of kids, it ranked 21st in educational 
outcomes, and 23rd in family and community. The advocacy group, Kansas Action for Kids, says it is a good 
news-bad news scenario for the state. In the second of a two-part series on the results presented by the Kids 
Count Data Book, a look at what put Kansas at 13th nationally. 
        Q...K-State Radio Network. 
Guest: John Wilson, vice president of Advocacy for Kansas Action for Children. 

 27:00 

 
 

 PLANTORAMA  

 
30 

LAWN AND GARDEN INSECT UPDATE – Easing into the latter part of the summer now, an assortment of insects 
are out in full force in lawns and gardens right now.  Some call for control measures, others are creating only 
cosmetic damage.  This week, K-State horticultural entomologist Raymond Cloyd revisits the concerns over 
Japanese beetles, elm leaf beetles and squash bugs, and adds a new pest to the list: lacebugs, and what attention 
they require. 

                                                                                                                   Q...(theme music) 

5:00 

   
 
 SOUND LIVING  

31 THE RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS – According to a new report from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, chicken ranked as the most dangerous food with the highest rates of foodborne illness. The CDC 
reports that chicken was responsible for 10 percent of the 5,760 outbreaks analyzed between 2009 and 2015. 
With foodborne-related recalls becoming more common, people wonder how these outbreaks occur and what 
can be done to lower the risk of illness. Kansas State University food scientist Karen Blakeslee provides food 
safety tips that can help lower your risk of exposure to foodborne illness. 
        Q…K-State Radio Network. 

14:50 

 
  

 TREE TALES from the Kansas Forest Service  

cut 32 contains music; cut 33 does not 

 

32 

COMBATING OAK WILT DISEASE – Every year a number of oaks in eastern Kansas suffer from a disease called 
oak wilt which quickly causes decline and death. K-State forester Ryan Armbrust says there’s little that can be done 
to save a tree from oak wilt but there are steps that can be taken to help protect oaks from exposure to the disease. 

        Q…(theme music) 

2:00 

33 (same as above, but without music bed)                  Q...K-State Radio Network. 2:00 
 
 

 WEATHER WONDERS (Featuring Mary Knapp, Weather Data Library, KSU)  
 

34 

A FAMILIAR AROMA – The title song from the Broadway musical “Oklahoma!” features the line, “And the wavin' 
wheat can sure smell sweet, when the wind comes right behind the rain.” Kansas State University climatologist 
Mary Knapp (“nap”) delves into the science behind the scent.                                                   
        Q...Research and Extension. 

:50 

35 SUMMER SNOW? – While there has been some weather data recording snowfall in July and August, Kansas 
State University climatologist Mary Knapp says it helps to dig a little deeper for the truth.                                                 
        Q...Research and Extension. 

 
:53 

36 SUMMER HAIL – While most severe weather happens in the spring, Kansas State University climatologist Mary 
Knapp says summer hail storms have been known to be particularly destructive.                                                 
        Q...Research and Extension. 

 
:52 

 
 
 
 
 WHEAT SCOOP from the Kansas Wheat Commission  



37 

I-G-P OUTREACH SUCCESS – Begun in the 1970s, the I-G-P Institute at Kansas State University has reached 
thousands of international grain customers and users with its educational outreach…introducing them to information 
that will encourage them to purchase U.S.-produced grains.  And the program’s success is well documented, as it 
continues to grow.  Jordan Hildebrand offers an update on this week’s Kansas Wheat Scoop. 
        Q...this is Jordan Hildebrand. 

2:58 

 
 
 


