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Community Assistance, 
Tools, and Resources

KSU Technical Assistance to Brownfields

ksutab.org



Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

University of Connecticut EPA Region 1

New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)
EPA Region 2 (Region 4 beginning 1 Oct. 2023)

The West Virginia University EPA Region 3

The International City/County Management 
Association EPA Region 4
Kansas State University – EPA Regions 5, 6, 7 & 8
Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR)
EPA Regions 9 and 10

A national program funded by U.S. EPA 

• Technical assistance for communities and tribes revitalizing communities through brownfields 
redevelopment

• Services provided are free and tailored to meet specific needs

https://ksutab.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/public/2023-08/KSU%20TAB%20Services%20Video.mp4
https://cbi.engr.uconn.edu/
http://www.njit.edu/tab/index.php
https://wvbrownfields.org/
https://icma.org/topics/brownfields
https://icma.org/topics/brownfields
https://www.ksutab.org/contact/bystate
https://www.cclr.org/


Do you have a brownfields property?
Have you experienced or seen these type of properties in you community?



Reusing Land 
and 

Environmental 
Issues

• Anytime land is acquired or 
repurposed, environmental 
issues could arise

• A new owner or ‘operator’ 
become liable and 
responsible for 
environmental defects, 
without proper due diligence 
and terms of purchase

• Sometimes an existing owner 
runs into unexpected 
environmental issues 



Environmental Concerns Limit 
Redevelopment

• Property owners, potential new buyers, 
banks, and municipalities worry about 
possible costs & liabilities

• Fear of the unknown stall community 
improvement projects



Brownfields Defined
i) Distressed Properties with 
ii) possible or real environmental 

issues that are limiting 
iii) a desired, beneficial reuse of 

the site.

Legal Definition*
“…real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which 
may be complicated by the presence 
or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.” 

*Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - “Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act”, signed 
into law January 11, 2002



Examples of Brownfields Sites

• Former Rail lines and maintenance facilities
• Old Manufacturing
• Old gas stations / oil & gas sites
• Abandoned mines and tailings & mine 

scarred lands
• Vacant lots
• Anywhere with fill
• Note: Regulated sites not eligible for 

Brownfields funding



Good News: Brownfields Laws & Incentives

• Liability protections and funding are available to 
address the environmental component of a reuse 
or redevelopment project

• Local/regional government and nonprofits are 
eligible to apply for funding & resources, on 
behalf of stakeholders

• Funding from EPA requires that the community is 
involved and benefits from resulting 
redevelopment.
 Services (commercial &/or public)
 Jobs/Economy
 Public/Environmental Health & Safety
 Housing
 Transportation
 Recreation. Etc.



KSU TAB Services

Capacity 
Building

Outreach & 
Education

Community 
Specific 

Assistance



Outreach & Education
• Events

• Workshops – On-site & Virtual
• Webinars
• Tailored for Community Interest

• On-Demand Videos
• Conference Exhibiting
• Invited Presentations

Offerings      Audience
• Local non-profits, community groups, 

church groups
• Community Development Corporations
• Local leadership –mayor, town 

manager, county commissioner
• Local planners
• Business or Property Owners
• Regional Planning Commission
• Economic Development interests
• Financial Institutions
• All interested residents



Community Specific Assistance
KSU TAB can fill gaps and help support overall project goals.

 Help inventory & prioritize brownfields sites
 Strategic planning and reuse visioning 
 Economic feasibility and highest/best use 

market analysis
 Community outreach and input
 Educate property owners and facilitate dialogue
 Help identify funding sources 
 Review of plans and technical reports
 Help in contractor procurement



KSU TAB Partners & Resources
• Planners
• Developers
• Landscape Architects
• Designers
• Economists
• Scientists, Geologists
• Tribal Brownfields Funding and Resources
• Experts

• Real Estate Finance
• Healthfields
• Clean Energy
• Solid and Hazardous Waste
• Infrastructure and Transportation
• Historic Preservation
• Housing
• Environmental Justice and Equity



Community Engagement 
Activities



Be Beloit: Visioning & Riverfront Redevelopment

Outcomes
• Redeveloping Chautauqua Park; emphasis on 

improving access
• Enhancing downtown civic space and 

infrastructure
• New branding and wayfinding strategy
• Extending the City’s trail network 

Visioning for Downtown Revitalization: Evaluate & analyze brownfields and 
underperforming sites, streetscapes, and connections to the adjacent Chautauqua Park 



Community Visioning Marysville
• Destination Depot

 reuse design concepts for the train depot site

• Marysville Rediscovered
 urban design strategies for redevelopment, 

connectivity, and way-finding 

• Resources Funding Roadmap
 funding strategies for priority short-term and 

long-term projects
 strategic considerations for competitive 

applications, typical funding ranges, required 
match amounts, timing concerns

 identifies key next steps for resources to 
support  community development, public 
safety, arts/culture, and infrastructure 
projects



Soroptimist of Whitefish, MT
• Evaluate reuse potential of existing downtown building

• Online Input Survey

• Basic Renderings to visualize what the new space could be



BLUE RAPIDS COMMUNITY VISIONING 
REVITALIZING THE SQUARE



BLUE RAPIDS COMMUNITY VISIONING  
REVITALIZING THE SQUARE



BLUE RAPIDS
BUSINESS RECRUITMENT STRATEGY



Economic Development Tools & Resources

• Feasibility Study

• Highest and Best Use Market Analysis

• Resource Roadmap

• Facilitate Resource Roundtables

• U.S. EPA Brownfields Grant Application Support

• Property Marketing Fact Sheets



Additional TAB Resources

• Brownfields Community Capacity Assessment
• Self Evaluation 
• Measure Progress over time

• Community Benefits Calculator
• Review of plans and technical reports
• RFQP development and contractor selection
• Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon



Requesting TAB Assistance

• Contact us or Answer a call for….
• We’ll set up a meeting to discuss 

assistance needs
• Review needs and TAB capability
• Agree on a course of action
• Get started



Other Resources
State and Federal

• Targeted Brownfields Assessments
• Phase I Environmental Site Assessments
• Phase II Environmental Site Assessments

• State Cleanup Funds
• EPA Competitive Assessment and Cleanup 

Grants

• EPA – Land Revitalization Technical 
Assistance

• community visioning and engagement
• site design
• market studies
• project financial planning



Contact Info

Maggie Belanger

KSU TAB, Senior Director & Region 8 
Coordinator
maggiejessie@ksu.edu

784.532.0782

ksutab.org

Blase Leven

KSU TAB, Executive Director
baleven@ksu.edu

784.532.0780

mailto:maggiejessie@ksu.edu
mailto:baleven@ksu.edu


ksutab.org

Thank You
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