
WELCOMING 

COMMUNITIES



WELCOMING COMMUNITIES 

= 

COMMUNITIES OF THE FUTURE



• Public 501(c)3 non-profit based near Inman, Kansas

• Mission: Preserve and sustain rural culture

⚬ We educate Kansans about Kansas

⚬ We connect and support rural Kansans and 

their communities

WHAT IS THE 

KANSAS SAMPLER FOUNDATION? 



POWER UP & GO REPORT

Communities of the Future

• Like themselves

• Welcoming

• Engage all residents

• Invest in themselves



WHAT DID THE POWERUPS SAY ABOUT 

BEING WELCOMED?

• “I felt it took two to five years to be accepted. It takes an 

investment of time to be accepted.”

• “We should involve newcomers, welcome them so they want to 

stay! The thing about a newcomer is that there are no sacred 

cows, no “we always did it this way” to get in their way of thinking 

how to do it.” 

• “There was no welcome type of program. Nothing was online so we 

had a hard time figuring out how to set up “life” in here.”

• “A neighbor, 85, came over to introduce himself. A few days later he 

brought over a bag of sweet potatoes from his garden. Later he offered 

us his hayer. He made us feel so welcomed out here in the country.”



CREATING WELCOMING 

COMMUNITIES IN KANSAS

• Returnees

• Newcomers

• Diverse voices

• Step outside your comfort zone
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Douglas County CORE is a nonprofit organization built by 

entrepreneurs, for entrepreneurs—with a vision of an economy 

powered by the people who live, work, create, and dream right here 

in our community. We believe the vibrant culture, creativity, and 

talent in Douglas County should be the driving force behind our local 

economy—and that the support systems to help businesses grow 

should reflect the people who make this place what it is.



CORE is currently co-led by Kyle Johnson and Monique Mercurio—an ecosystem strategist and a 
grassroots community builder with deep roots in local entrepreneurship. We’re the point people in 

our growing ecosystem, but our organization is driven by and responsive to the needs of the 
community.







WE’RE NOT JUST TALKING ABOUT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. WE’RE ACTIVELY BUILDING AN 

ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM THAT’S COMMUNITY-CENTERED, CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE, 

AND DESIGNED TO SUPPORT ALL KINDS OF BUSINESS OWNERS—NOT JUST THE ONES WHO 

ALREADY KNOW HOW TO NAVIGATE THE SYSTEM. BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THE FUTURE OF 

DOUGLAS COUNTY SHOULD BE SHAPED BY THE PEOPLE ALREADY BUILDING IT.







Additional Resources: 

• Language learning apps: Babbel, Rosetta Stone, Duolingo and 

others.  

• Preply.com lets you chat one-on-one with a live tutor to boost your 

language skills in real time.

• Mango Languages -- https://library.ks.gov/Mango -- Explore language 

learning using the six critical skills necessary for true language learning: 

vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, culture, comprehension and 

retention.  For the maximum experience with Mango Languages, users 

will need a Kansas State Library Card which can be issued by any 

public library.

https://library.ks.gov/Mango
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