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Introduction to Rail Trails



Rail Trail Terms
Railroad Abandonment Process

- The official process by which a railroad abandons a section of rail line. 

- Abandonment is accomplished through a process administered by the Surface Transportation Board.      
https://www.stb.gov/

Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU)

- This is a request by the trail organization that is filed with the STB and includes a Statement of 
Willingness to Assume Financial Responsibility and a request to establish a Public Use Condition.

- Filing a PUC prohibits the railroad from selling any of the property or related structures for 180 days

- If no NITU or PUC has been requested within 50 days of filing for abandonment then the railroad can 
proceed to abandon the line and the STB no longer has jurisdiction and railbanking is not possible.



Rail Trail Terms
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/



Rail Trail Resources
Railbanking
https://kansastrails.org/railbanking/ 

How To Railbank
https://www.railstotrails.org/trail-building-toolbox/how-to-railbank/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/

Acquiring Rail Corridors
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-
manual/

Rails To Trails Conservancy
https://www.railstotrails.org/

Surface Transporation Board (STB)
https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/ 

https://kansastrails.org/railbanking/
https://www.railstotrails.org/trail-building-toolbox/how-to-railbank/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-manual/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-manual/
https://www.railstotrails.org/
https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/


Kansas Rail Trail Organizations

- Central Kansas Conservancy: https://centralkansastrails.org/

- Kanza Rail Trail Conservancy: https://www.kanzatrails.org/ 

- Andover Augusta Rail Trail Initiative: https://redbudtrail.org/ 

- Prairie Travelers: https://prairiesunsettrail.org/prairie-travelers-inc/ 

- Sunflower Rail-Trails Conservancy: https://kansastrails.org/ 

- Kansas Dept of Wildlife & Parks: https://ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks/Locations
 Prairie Spirt and Flint Hills Nature Trail

https://centralkansastrails.org/
https://www.kanzatrails.org/
https://redbudtrail.org/
https://prairiesunsettrail.org/prairie-travelers-inc/
https://kansastrails.org/
https://ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks/Locations


Rail Trail Scenarios
- Active Rail Line

- Limited Use – very few trains….watch for RR filing

- No usage – but not abandoned yet…..watch for RR filing

- Railroad in process of abandoning – submit NITU/PUC request

- Railbanked

- Permanently Abandoned – not railbanked – reverted to 
adjacent landowners



Limited or no use might look like this….

Not yet abandoned by the railroad



Railbanked or Abandoned?

Photo – Ransom Hy 4



Railbanked or Abandoned?

Photo – Ransom Hy 4

Abandoned Railbanked



Kansas Rail Trails
Developed    Railbanked



Abandoned Rail Lines



https://www.openrailwaymap.org/

Note: Must zoom in to 
see abandoned lines



https://www.kansasgis.org/orka/map.cfm

Abandoned line reverted to adjacent landowners



NKC RR

https://www.ksdot.gov/bureaus/BurTransPlan/maps/RRStateMap.asp



https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/



https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/
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The trail is rail-banked, not abandoned
• In 1983, Congress amended 

Section 8(d) of the National 
Trails System Act to create a 
program to preserve rail 
corridors, through which 
corridors that would otherwise 
be abandoned, can be 
preserved for future rail use by 
converting them to interim trail 
use. 

• Rail banking conserves an out-
of-service rail corridor under 
the National Trails System Act.

• In the event of a national 
emergency or economic 
necessity, service can be 
restored within the railroad 
corridor

• During the interim, the corridor 
can be used as a recreational 
corridor.



• KS- Duties of Responsible Party ( K.S.A 58-3212)
– PARTIAL LISTING- See Statute for detailed list, and legal counsel for 

interpretation.

– Provide for safety of existing easements, as well as signage, litter control, 
and law enforcement.

– Grant easements for crossings and designate  corridor for non-motorized 
use.

– Maintain corridor, which includes fencing, culverts, and bridges, as well as 
other obligations.

– Reduce fire hazard.

– Provide for noxious weed control.



Flint Hills Nature TrailFHNT Icons



Control Access



Galvanized gates.

Break-away sheer pin for

padlocks.

Swing in either direction.

Ant-theft hardware on 

Signs.

Gates 



Highway Crossings & Safety Signs



Maintenance:  

Routine Work:

 Mowing   Trimming Trees

 Spraying Trail Surface  Storm Cleanup

Spraying Noxious Weeds Patrol

 Semi- Routine Work
 Cracks   Drainage Repairs

 Fencing and Repairs  Burning

 Signs   Vandalism

 Bank Stabilization  Bridges

 

 Flooding and Other Disasters



Maintenance:  Routine work

 Spraying Trail Surface

 done for maintenance

Noxious Weeds- Spray/Cut



Maintenance:  Routine work

Storm Cleanup



Maintenance:  Semi-Routine work

Drainage repairs

Concrete boxes, culvert pipes, ditches, 

erosion protection

 



Maintenance:  Semi-Routine work

 Fencing and Repairs

 clearing and fencing



Maintenance:  Vandalism and Encroachment

 Vandalism
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Larry 



Larry 





Larry 







Maureen Crist

mdvc@aol.com 

mailto:mdvc@aol.com


Collaborating with Convention & Tourism



Creating A Trail Town Culture 



Extend An Invitation

Brochures
Expos
Google maps
Google listing

Traillink
Instagram
Facebook
Website Is It Worth It?



Collaborating with the 
Pony Express Gravel Dash

-Promoting their event and our 
trail at expos in numerous states.
-Including events for kids and 
riders of all levels.



Is Your Trail on Google Maps?
1-Google.com
2-Search for your town or trail
3-Click on “hamburger” button
4-Click edit the map
5-Suggest an edit



Maintaining a Quality Trail

Bicycle Playground
 Coming Summer 2024!

Future Plans 
Include A Trail 
Themed Mural  
Along The Trail



Trailhead with
Restrooms
Water &
Information

Backroads 
Bicycle Shop 

Wagon 
Wheel 
Restaurant 

It’s Working!



Elizabeth Weese

elizabeth@communityfoundation.us 

mailto:elizabeth@communityfoundation.us


MEET THE
TEAM!











ENJOY THE 

BEAUTY OF 

NATURE
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